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battle; and the fourth great Initiation
leads him in triumph into Jerusalem, into
sight of Gethsemane and Calvary. He
is now the Christ ready to be offered,
ready for the sacrifice on the cross. He
is now to face the bitter agony in the
Garden, where even his chosen ones sleep
while he wrestles with his mortal anguish,
and for a moment prays that the cup may
pass from his lips; but the strong will
triumphs and he stretches out his hand to
take and drink, and in his loneliness an
angel comes to him and strengthens him,
as angels are wont to do when they see a
Son of Man bending beneath his load of
agony. The drinking of the bitter cup of
betrayal, of desertion, of denial, meets him
as he goes forth, and alone amid his
jeering foes he passes to his last fierce
trial. Scourged by physical pain, pierced
by cruel thorns of suspicion, stripped of
his fair garments of purity in the eyes of
the world, left in the hands of his foes,
deserted apparently by God and man, he
endures patiently all that befalls him, wist-
fully looking in his last extremity for aid.
Left still to suffer, crucified, to die to the